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Louisiana Dropout Trends (Percentages) 

Louisiana Dropout Trends
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2001-02

2002-03
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2006-07

 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 

Louisiana State Total (All Grades) 6.6 7.0 7.4 7.0 6.9 6.9 

Grade 12 7.0 7.5 9.0 7.6 7.1 7.1 

Grade 11 6.4 6.3 6.3 6.4 6.4 6.4 

Grade 10 6.8 6.5 6.6 6.2 6.2 6.2 

Grade 9 6.3 7.6 7.7 7.6 7.8 7.8 

Grade 8 3.3 3.6 3.4 3.3 4.2 4.2 

Grade 7 1.5 1.7 1.4 1.5 2.6 1.6 

Number of students counted as dropouts divided by total 

Source: Louisiana Department of Education 
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http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2008/06/05/40research.h27.html 
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Risk Factors (National Dropout Prevention Center): 
School Performance 

 Low Achievement  

 Retention/Overage for Grade  

School Behavior 

 Misbehavior  

 Early Aggression 

Early Adult Responsibilities 

 High Number of Work Hours  

 Parenthood  

School Engagement 

 Poor Attendance  

 Low Educational Expectation 

 Lack of Effort 

 Low Commitment to School 

 No Extracurricular Participation 

Family Background Characteristics 

 Low Socioeconomic Status  

 High Family Mobility 

 Low Education Level of Parents 

 Large Number of Siblings 

 Not Living With Both Natural Parents 

 Family Disruption 

Family Engagement/Commitment to Education 

 Low Education Expectation  

 Sibling Has Dropped Out 

 Low Contact With School 

 Lack of Conversation About School 

Social Attitudes, Values and Behaviors 
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 Risk Factor:  Attendance 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Louisiana Department of Education 

Louisiana Districts With Highest               
Attendance Rates    

Attendance Rates for Largest Districts 

School Year Mean School Year Mean 

2001 93.8349 2004 93.3651 

2002 93.5771 2005 93.2193 

2003 93.6731 2006 93.5159 

  Total 93.5317 

Louisiana Percentage of Student Attendance 

District 
Student         

Population 
Attendance 

Rate 

East Baton Rouge 49,145 92.6% 

Jefferson 43,502 93.9% 

Caddo 43,019 92.4% 

St. Tammany 34,857 94.4% 

Calcasieu 32,247 94.1% 

Lafayette 30,255 94.9% 

District 
Student              

Attendance 

Orleans 96.4% 

Zachary Community 95.6% 

Plaquemines 95.5% 

Claiborne 95.3% 

St. Charles 95.2% 
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Class Size 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Risk Factor: Student Retention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source:  Louisiana Department of Education 

Districts With Highest Percentages 
of Small Classes 

Districts With Highest Percentages   
of Large Classes 

District 
Percentage of Classes 

with 1-20 Students 

Cameron 88.9% 

Sabine 85.8% 

East Carroll 81.4% 

Catahoula 80.9% 

Bienville 78.8% 

Claiborne 78.8% 

District 
Percentage of Classes 

with 27 or More Students 

St. Bernard 32.6% 

Avoyelles 21.4% 

Jefferson 17.9% 

Ascension 16.5% 

Tangipahoa 16.3% 

East Baton Rouge 16.0% 

Retention Rates for Grades 4, 8 and Overall 
2003-2004 through 2006-2007                       

Percentage of Students Retained 

9.8%

12.0%

17.9%18.1%

13.9%

9.6%

13.8% 13.8%

9.1%

Grade 4 Grade 8 Overall (K-12)

2003-2004

2004-2005

2005-2006

2006-20078.1% 
8.8% 8.4% 
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Source: Louisiana Department of Education 

Risk Factors:  Teacher Quality 

Districts with Highest Average Teacher 
Salaries, 2006-2007 

Districts with Lowest Average Teacher 
Salaries, 2006-2007 

District 
Average Teacher   

Salaries 

Jackson $53,618 

Natchitoches $48,144 

St. James $47,958 

St. John the Baptist $47,798 

West Feliciana $46,752 

District 
Average Teacher  

Salaries 

St. Helena $28,791 

Catahoula $31,103 

Tensas $33,650 

East Carroll $34,803 

Madison $35,092 

 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 

Louisiana Core Classes Taught by 
Highly Qualified Teachers 

85.6 90.5 91.4 79.6 83.5 

Highly Qualified Teachers (Percentages) 

District 
Percentage of Faculty 

with a Master’s Degree 
or Higher 

Lincoln 50.7% 

City of Baker 50.3% 

City of Monroe 48.3% 

Caldwell 47.7% 

Iberville 47.1% 

Districts with Highest Percentage of Faculty 
with a Master’s Degree or Higher 

Classes Taught by                 
Highly Qualified Teachers 

In Higher 
Performing 

Schools, 
70.4%

In Lower 
Performing 

Schools, 
29.6%
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Risk Factor: Discipline 

Louisiana Discipline Trends

0.0
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P
er

ce
nt

Expelled (In School)

Expelled (Out of School)

Suspended (In School)

Suspended (Out of
School)
Total

                                 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
  # % # % # % # % # % # % 

Expelled        
(In School) 17,754 2.2 17,521 2.2 20,401 2.4 20,671 2.32 24,768 2.92 25,444 2.84 

Expelled     
(Out of School) 15,392 1.9 17,308 2.1 16,536 1.9 19,189 2.16 14,465 1.71 16,019 1.79 

Suspended   
(In School) 368,813 45.9 363,788 44.8 382,266 45.1 396,105 44.53 405,284 47.85 430,433 48.06 

Suspended 
(Out of School) 401,901 50.0 412,512 50.9 429,222 50.6 453,568 50.99 402,399 47.51 423,783 47.31 

Total 803,860 100 811,129 100 848,425 100 889,533 100 846,916 100 895,679 100 

Louisiana Discipline Counts and Percents  

(Some students may be counted for multiple offenses.) 

Source: Louisiana Department of Education 
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Student Responses:  Why Louisiana Students Drop Out 

  Frequency Percent 

 No Reason Given 14,199 86.7 

 Academic Difficulty 60 0.4 

 Behavioral Difficulty 69 0.4 

 Dislike of School Experience 342 2.1 

 Economic Reasons 20 0.1 

 Employment 146 0.9 

 Entered Criminal Justice System 70 0.4 

 Failed Required Test 10 0.1 

 Lack of Appropriate Curriculum 2 0.0 

 Lack of Child Care 5 0.0 

 Lack of Transportation 5 0.0 

 Language Difficulty 7 0.0 

 Marriage 2 0.0 

 Military 24 0.1 

 Needed at Home 17 0.1 

 Parent/Guardian Influence 47 0.3 

 Poor Relationships with Fellow Students 1 0.0 

 Poor Student/Staff Relationship 2 0.0 

 Pregnancy 32 0.2 

 Religion 1 0.0 

 Substance Abuse 5 0.0 

 Health Problems 38 0.2 

 Reason Unknown 1,244 7.6 

 Other 35 0.2 

 Total 16,383 100 

Source: Louisiana Department of Education 2007-08; End of Year data. 
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 Count Percent 

Female 6,686 40.8 

Male 9,697 59.2 

Total 16,383 100 

 Count Percent 

Paid Lunch 6,883 42.0 

Reduced Lunch 546 3.3 

Total 16,383 100 

Free Lunch 8,954 54.7 

 Count Percent 

American Indian/  

Alaskan Native 
120 .7 

Asian/Pacific      

Islander 
164 1.0 

African American 10,439 63.7 

Hispanic 452 2.8 

Caucasian 5,208 31.8 

Total 16,383 100 

Risk Factors: Demographics 

Louisiana Dropouts by  
Gender                  

Louisiana Dropout Poverty 

Louisiana Dropouts by 
Ethnicity 

Gender, poverty and ethnicity counts were taken from the LA Department of Education 2007-08 End of Year 
report as of October 2008.  Final counts may differ upon district appeal. 

State Birth Rate 
National    
Ranking 

Alabama 52 10 

Arkansas 60 4 

Louisiana 56 6 

Mississippi 62 2 

Texas 63 1 

United States 41 —— 

Rate of Live Births* to                                 
Teens (Aged 15-19 Years) in                         
Louisiana, Neighboring States                             
and the United States, 2005 

*Rates per 1,000 population of females aged 15-19                
Source: National Center for Health Statistics, 2007 
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Risk Factors: Student Achievement 

Source: Louisiana Department of Education 

57% 59 %
6 4 %

6 1% 6 1%
58 %

6 4 % 6 2 %
57%

6 4 %
6 8 %

6 3 % 6 2 %
6 7%

59 %
54 %

English Language Arts Mathematics Science Social Studies

Spring 2004 Spring 2005 Spring 2006 Spring 2007

Fourth Grade LEAP Test Results by Subject                                             
Spring 2004 through Spring 2007                                                               

Percentage of Students Scoring at the Basic or Higher Achievement Levels 

4 8 %

57%

50 %
53 %52 %

54 %
51%

56 %
54 % 53 %

50 %
54 %

58 %
55% 54 %

56 %

English Language Arts Mathematics Science Social Studies

Spring 2004 Spring 2005 Spring 2006 Spring 2007

Eighth Grade LEAP Test Results by Subject                                                    
Spring 2004 through Spring 2007                                                                  

Percentage of Students Scoring at the Basic or Higher Achievement Levels 
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Source: Louisiana Department of Education 
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Source: Louisiana Department of Education 
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Risk Factors: Student Achievement 

Source: Louisiana Department of Education 

6 1% 6 2 % 6 1%

6 6 %
6 2 % 6 2 %

6 0 %
6 3 %6 4 %

6 6 %

54 %

6 1%

56 %

6 3 %
6 0 %

6 3 %

English Language
Arts

Mathematics Science Social Studies

Spring 2004 Spring 2005 Spring 2006 Spring 2007

20.3

19.5

20.2
19.9

20.1

20.7
21

21.5

21
21.2

English Mathematics Reading Science
Reasoning

Composition

Louisiana Nation

American College Test (ACT)                                                                         
2007 Results by Subject Area for Louisiana and the Nation 

Graduation Exit Exam (GEE) Test Results by Subject                                       
Spring 2004 through Spring 2007                                                                           

Percentage of Students Scoring at the Basic or Higher Achievement Levels 
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Source: Louisiana Department of Education 
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Special Ed Dropouts 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

Ethnicity Count Percentage 

American Indian or 

Alaskan Native 

29 .8 

Asian or Pacific 

Islander 

6 .2 

African American 2,371 67.5 

Hispanic 24 .7 

Caucasian 1,084 30.8 

Total 16,383 100 

Female 932 26.5 

Male 2,582 73.5 

Total 3,514 100 

Gender Count Percentage 

Grade Count Percentage 

07 207 5.9 

08 465 13.2 

09 1,179 33.6 

10 645 18.4 

11 443 12.6 

12 575 16.4 

Total 3,514 100 

 Count Percentage 

Paid Lunch 1,196 34.0 

Free Lunch 2,219 63.1 

Reduced Pay 
Lunch 

99 2.8 

Total 3,514 100 

Special Education counts were taken from LA Department of Education 2007-08 End of Year records as of         
October 2008.  Final counts may differ upon district appeal. 

Louisiana Special Education           
Dropouts by Ethnicity 

Louisiana Special Education                
Dropouts by Gender 

Louisiana Special Education           
Dropouts by Placement 

Louisiana Special Education              
Dropouts by Poverty 


